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Bill Nickle collection.

In 1938, the Rossika Society was only
nine years old, and its centers of
gravity were in Yugoslavia (its
birthplace) and the Baltic States. Yet a
group of émigrés, none of them
wealthy, came together to host a
Russian philatelic exhibition at the New
York YMCA, the first of its kind in the
United States.

Held on 10 April 1938 (as close to the
Society’s 14 April birthday as was
possible), it was organized by one of
the giants of Russian philately in the
West, Sergey Vasil’evich Prigara. It is
thought that the 1938 vignette was
also Prigara’s work, but we cannot be
certain.

The vignettes were printed in sheets of
10, perf. 12, with five stamps inverted,
thus producing a possibility of three
tete-beche pairs per sheet.

S.V. Prigara, 1882-1950.





The 1938 Rossika
Exhibition,       
New York

Sent special delivery on the day of the show.          
(George Werbizky collection.)

These were the exhibitors at
Rossica’s first show. In the
center is the event’s
organizer, S.V. Prigara.
Among those present were
other Rossika notables:
Leonid Snegirev, Herman
Shenitz and Nicholas
Savitsky.

(Picture courtesy of Claude
Lysloff.)



The 1938 Rossika
Exhibition,       
New York

An ordinary letter mailed locally from the show to a Rossica member, N.A. Khoroshanskiy.  
(George Werbizky collection.)

Eight of the
1938 exhibi-
tors.

(Photo 
courtesy of 
Claude 
Lysloff.)



The 1957 Rossica 
Souvenir Sheet 

Commemorating the 
100th Anniversary of 

Russia #1.

A.M. Rosselevich, 
designer of the souvenir 

sheet.

It would be 19 years before Rossica issued another
vignette. Designed by A.M. Rosselevich, an
accomplished draftsman, and printed by Rostislav
Polchaninoff, the 1957 souvenir sheet was sold at
Rossica’s combined annual meeting with the British
Society of Russian Philately at the Hotel Vanderbilt in
New York on 24 November.



The 1957 
Rossica 

Souvenir 
sheet 

Commem-
orating     
the 100th 
Anniver-

sary         
of Russia 

#1.

One of the few souvenir
sheets known used on
cover, from Alexander Kotlar
(Rossica’s Acting President
in 1968) to Rossica Journal
Editor Gregory Salisbury,
posted from the show.

(Rossica Archives.)



The 1957 Rossica Vignettes 
Commemorating the 100th 
Anniversary of Russia #1.

The template for the
text of the stamps.
They were issued
perforated and imper-
forate in four
languages: English,
German, Russian and
French. These too
were designed by
Rosselevich.

(Rossica Archives.)



The 1957 Rossica Vignettes 
Commemorating                        

the 100th Anniversary                 
of Russia #1.

Although these stamps are not too difficult to find in dealers’ stocks, it is a
challenge to assemble all eight possibilities (four languages, perforate and
imperforate), and even more of a challenge to find them used on cover, piece or
loose.

(Rossica 
Archives.)







Rossica’s 1976 ASDA Show 
Souvenir Sheet

The 1976 souvenir
sheet was designed
and paid for out of
pocket by Claude
Lysloff, who at that
time was the
Society’s Librarian.
It drew on
Rosselevich’s 1957
production for much
of its text and font.
It was given away
for free to anyone
who stopped by the
Rossica booth at the
19-21 November
1976 ASDA show in
New York.

Each sheet is indi-
vidually numbered
on the back.
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